
Music At Temple Ewell 

 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 

through psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit, sing to God with Gratitude in your hearts. Colossians 3:16 

 

Intent 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop 

a love of music and their talents as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should 

develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination the best in the musical canon. (National Curriculum 

Purpose of Study) 

At Temple Ewell C of E Primary School, we aim to ensure that all pupils: 

 • Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 

and musicians; 

 • Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence;  

• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. (As outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum) 

 

Implementation 

 Scheme of work 



At Temple Ewell C of E Primary School, we use Charanga, a music scheme, which is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers. It provides lesson plans, 

assessment, clear progression and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. 

 In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this scheme moves away from the previous levels and learning objective/outcome 

concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning.  

Ofsted have stated that ‘We will not always know the learning outcomes’ so segregated learning objectives at the start of each lesson are not appropriate. 

Instead the interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through 

listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.  

 

 

 

Structure 

Each unit of work comprises strands of musical learning which correspond with the National Curriculum for Music: 

• Listening and Appraising 

• Musical Activities 

• Warm-up Games 

• Optional Flexible Games 

• Singing 

• Playing Instruments 

• Improvising 

• Composition 

• Performing 

Organisation of lessons 

Each lesson is designed to last for one hour.  

Listening and Appraising – 20 minutes 



Musical Activities- 25 minutes 

Perform and Share – 15 minutes 

Foundation Stage 

Acorns class follow the Charanga Scheme of Work which supports teachers in engaging all young children with music. It includes a variety of adult-led and 

child-initiated activities delivered through planning and play. 

All the musical learning is focused around nursery rhymes and action songs. Each Unit of Work has a cross-curricular/topic-based focus and a musical focus 

that will engage the children. 

Music will also be part of continuous provision. 

Instruments. 

In year 1 and 2 children learn to play the glockenspiel. 

During year 3 all children will be taught how to play the Ukulele by a specialist teacher. 

In years 4 ,5 and 6 pupils continue to play the glockenspiel. They are also encouraged to play any additional instruments they are learning outside of 

lessons, within their class lessons. 

Performing 

Each music lesson ends with a performance. We welcome parents and wider members of the community to our productions throughout the year. Our 

children perform during assemblies, in various styles of music, to increase the appreciation of music in their peers. Cross-curricular choir club allows the 

children attending to sing to a range of differing audiences and build upon songs that they have learnt through their music lessons, as well as widening their 

song repertoire though other songs and experiences such as Young Voices. 

 

 

 Differentiation and Special Needs 

Music will engage children in a variety of different activities, practical work, critical reflection and discussion, writing and planning. 



Differentiation in music activities will be planned by individual teachers to best suit the needs of their children. Care in the planning of the lesson content 

for the support of pupils with SEN, including the very able, will ensure that they are provided with tasks suitably matched to their ability. Differentiation in 

music may be achieved by modifying the task, language and stimulus, or by providing extension activities and individual support. 

Health and Safety 

Pupils will be taught to use instruments and equipment safely in line with the School’s Health and Safety Policy. 

Assessment, Reporting and Recording 

Opportunities for assessment will be identified when planning. Pupils reflect upon their work as individuals, in class groups and through self-assessment.  

Impact 

Music lessons in Key Stage One ensure our children: 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes;  

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically;  

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music;  

• Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music.  

Music lessons in Key Stage Two ensure our children: 

Are taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 

manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

 • Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression; 

 • Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music; Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory; 

 • Use and understand staff and other musical notation;  



• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians; 

 • Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Mastery  

Charanga Units of work enable children to understand musical concepts through a repetition-based approach to learning. Learning about the same musical 

concept through different musical activities enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical skills. 

Musical teaching and learning is not neat or linear. The strands of musical learning, presented within the lesson plans and the on-screen resources are part 

of the learning spiral. Over time, children can develop new musical skills and concepts and re-visit established musical skills and concepts. Repeating a 

musical skill doesn’t necessarily mean their progress is slowing down or their development is moving backwards, just shifting within the spiral. Mastery 

means both a deeper understanding of musical skills and concepts and learning something new.  

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development through the music curriculum 

The development of our pupils is shown by their:  

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them;  

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning;  

• Willingness to reflect on their experiences.  

 • Willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with others.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others;  

• Willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities;  

• Interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity, and the extent to which they understand, 

accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic, and socio-economic groups in the 

local, national and global communities.  

 



Review 

This policy will be reviewed by the music subject manager, following discussions with the head teacher and other colleagues, resources, teaching methods 

and developmental needs will be evaluated. Priorities for in service training and support will be established. Information will form the basis for an action 

plan. This will be fed into the school improvement plan 

K.McArdle  October 2021 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Music Overview: KS1 

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

Acorns 

Cycle A Ourselves 

How do we 

move to 

music? 
  

Rhythm In 

The Way 

We Walk 

and Banana 

Rap! 
  

Actions songs 

that link to 

the 

foundation of 

music. 

Reggae, Hip 

hop 

Toys 
  

Into the gallery 

What does music 

from other places 

sound like? 
  

In The Groove 
  
  

Six different styles 

of music blues, latin, 

folk, funk, baroque 

bhangra – linked to 

history , geography, 

countries and 

cultures 

Pets How does your garden 

grow? 

 How can I group 

music? 
  

Reflect, Rewind, and 

replay 
  
  

Listen to music from 

units you’ve worked 

through in correct time 

and space.  

On the move 



Cycle B 
  

 

My School 

How can you 

make music? 
  

Hey you! 
  
  

Compose own 

rap linked to 

topics. 

Historical 

context of 

musical 

styles 

Twinkle, 

twinkle 

little star  
  
  

  

Travelling Ted 
What does do we learn 

from Latin American 

music? 
  
  

Round and round 
  

Latin American style 

of music – countries 

from around the 

world. Film music 
  
  

Dinosaurs Once upon a time... 

How does music tell a 

story? 
  

Your imagination 
  

Use your imagination and 

creating your own lyrics 

Superheroes 

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

      

Willows 

Cycle A Who am I? 

How does music make us 

feel? 

Friendship song 
  

  

Friendship and being kind 

to one another 
  

I am a zoologist and animal 

alphabet  

What can we learn from music? 

Zootime 
  
  
  

Animals, poetry and the historical 

context of musical styles 

Heroes and villains- Wonder Women 

Once Upon A Time 

Can music have a message? 

Hands, Feet, Heart 

South African Music and Freedom songs – Nelson 

Mandela as a famous and influential person. 

Cycle B Fire!  Fire! Pirates Ahoy! Percy the Park Keeper 

How can I talk about music? 



How can music tell a 

story? 
  

Ho, Ho, Ho  
  

Christmas/Literacy. 

Historical context of 

musical styles 
  
  

How was music different in the 

past? 
  

I wanna play in a band (Beatles) 
  
  

Teamwork, working together. The 

Beatles 

  

Reflect. Rewind and replay. 
  

  
  

  

        
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Music Overview: KS2 

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

Elms 



Cycle A Tudors change the world! 

How can music make us 

feel? 
  

Let your spirit fly 
  

Historical context  of musical 

styles 
  

Invaders and settlers 

Can Music tell a story? 
  
  

Three Little Birds 

Animals, Jamaica, poetr and the 

historical context of musical styles 

Reggae 

China 

What does music from 

other places sound like?  
  

The Dragon Song 

Friendship, kindness, 

acceptance, the environment, 

creativity 

Cycle B Romans 

How does music bring us 

together? 

Bringing us together 
  

Music units us, friendship, 

kindness. 

Vikings 

How has music changed? 

Ukulele 
  
  
  

Tudor Monarchs 

How can we feel about 

music? 

Reflect, rewind and replay. 
  
  
  

Think about the history of 

music in context, listen to 

some western classical music 

and place the music from the 

units you have worked 

through. In their correct 

time and space. Consolidate 

the foundations of the 

language of music. 
  

  
  
  
  



  

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

Sycamores 

Cycle A Greeks 

How has music changed? 

Mamma Mia 
  

Structure of songs linked to 

literacy. Music and styles of the 

70s and 80s, analysing 

performance. Sweden as a 

country. 

Physical Phenomena’s 

How can I make music? 

Glockenspiel ( stage 1, from year 3 

curriculum) 
  

Introduction to the language of music 

and composition. 

Smugglers 

Can music send a message? 
  

Stop! 

Composition, bullying. 

Cycle B Mayans 

How does music teach? 
  

Lean on Me 
  
  

Gospel in its historical context 

eg from Beethoven to slavery, 

Elvis to the urban Gospel of 

Beyonce and different choirs like 

the London Community Gospel 

Choir. Analysing performance. 

Stone, Bronze and Iron age 

How can I make Music? 

Glockenspiel ( stage 2, from year 4 

curriculum) 
  
  

Introduction to the language of music, 

theory and composition 
  

Turn back the clock – local 

history 

Can music tell a story? 
  

Blackbird – The Beatles 
  

Civil rights. The development 

of pop music 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

Oaks 

Cycle A Victorians 

How has music changed? 

Living on a prayer 
  

How rock music developed from 

the Beatles onwards. Analysing 

performance 
  

Anglo-Saxons 

Can music tell a story? 

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
  

Option to make up own rap or words to 

the existing rap that could link to any 

topic.  
  

Aztecs and Mexico 

What does music teach us? 

Dancing in the street 
  

The history of Motown and its 

importance in the development 

of popular music. Civil right 
  

Cycle B Whodunit? 

What does music from this 

period sound like? 
  

Classroom Jazz 1 
  

History of music- Jazz in its 

historical context 

Peaky Pyramids  

Can music send a message? 
  

Benjamin Britton – A New Year Carol 
  

Literacy and history, Britten100.org, 

www.fridayafternoons.co.uk. 
  
  

World war 2 

How does music make us feel? 
  

Happy 
  

What makes us happy? 

Video /project with musical 

examples 

        

 



 

 

 


